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TAGS: ETEL, BGEN, CA 

SUB J : DELETION OF TELEVISION COMMERCIALS 

REF: 75 MONTREAL 1637 

1 . ON JANUARY 27, 1976 CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION COMMISSION 
RENEWED LICENSES OF MONTREAL'S TWO CABLE TV FIRMS BUT INCLUDED 
CONDITION THAT THEY MOVE TO DELETE COMMERCIALS FROM PROGRAMS 
PICKED UP FROM U.S. STATIONS. AS REPORTED IN OUR 1637 THIS ACTION 
WAS FULLY EXPECTED. THE TWO FIRMS. CABLE TV LIMITED, AND 
NATIONAL CABLE VISION LTD., MUST INFORM CRTC BY APRIL 1 OF PROGRESS 
OF PLANS TO ACCOMPLISH DELETION. 

2. ACCORDING TO A NATIONAL CABLEVISION REPRESENTATIVE WITH WHOM 
WE SPOKE ON JANUARY 28, TARGET DATE FOR ACTUAL DELETION IS DECEMBER 
31, 1976. HE VOLUNTEERED THAT CABLEVISION IS INTERESTED IN THE 
POSITION, IF ANY, THE QUEBEC PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD WILL TAKE ON 

THIS ISSUE AND THAT CABLEVISION OFFICIALS WILL MEET WITH PSB 
LATER THIS WEEK. FYI: QUEBEC GOVERNMENT THROUGH ITS PSB HAS 
BEEN CHALLENGING CRTC'S AUTHORITY OVER CABLE FIRMS IN THIS 
PROVINCE SINCE LATE 1972. IN FALL 1974, A CRTC LICENSEE TOOK 
THE PSB TO COURT AFTER PSB AWARDED A CABLE PERMIT WHICH CON- 
FLICTED WITH HIS CRTC LICENSE. HE LOST BUT HAS APPEALED. THE 
COURT’S DECISION, DUE IN MARCH, COULD BE A STEP TOWARD SETTLEMENT 
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KNOWLEDGE THE PSB DOES NOT HAVE A POLICY ON THE ORIGIN OR 
CANADIAN CONTENT OF ADVERTISING EXCEPT COMMERCIALS ACTUALLY 
PRODUCED BY CABLE OPERATORS. 

3. A CABLE TV SPOKESMAN TOLD US THAT HIS FIRM CONTINUES TO 
OPPOSE THE DELETION OF COMMERCIALS FOR THE REASONS SET OUT IN 
OUR 1637. HE SAID CABLE TV IN ITS REPORT DUE APRIL 1 WILL 
ENDEAVOR TO CONVINCE CRTC TO CHANGE ITS RULING. HOWEVER, HE 
ADMITTED THAT IF THIS APPROACH FAILS THE FIRM WILL HAVE NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO COMPLY OR LOST ITS LICENSE. CONGEN THINKS 
THERE IS NO LIKELIHOOD CRTC WILL CHANGE ITS RULING. 

HARPER 
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